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The burden of healthcare-associated infections 
(HAIs)

• A silent pandemic
• 500,000 patients each day
• 16 million deaths every year
• Most of these infections are caused by 

contaminated hands and the environment, 
though infections can be endogenous as 
well



We need a revolution in infection prevention 
and control (IPC)

• Hand Hygiene is a global initiative, saved millions of lives

• We need to do the same for the environment



Why is environmental hygiene in healthcare 
so complex?
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What is the Clean Hospitals Association?

A coalition of international stakeholders who work explicitly to promote and support 
healthcare environmental hygiene
• research 
• publications 
• participation in conferences and events
• education and training 
• specialized working groups 



Our mission
By breaking the silos between the public and private spheres we hope to be able to 
help:
• Improve patient safety
• Increase access to safe care
• Encourage environmental sustainability
• Reduce antimicrobial resistance
• Encourage best practices
• Support innovation



What does Clean Hospitals do?

We bring together academia and industry to:
• Champion the science, best practices and evidence-based solutions
• Drive and support academic research
• Create a network where project members can exchange and collaborate
• Create a platform from which to bring healthcare environmental hygiene into the 

spotlight
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Clean Hospitals academic projects

•Systematic review

•Pilot Study

•HEHSAF

•Lexicon







Development of the Healthcare Environmental 
Hygiene Self- Assessment Framework (HEHSAF)



The HEHSAF

• A secure online tool for healthcare 
facilities (HCFs) to analyze and 
assess their healthcare 
environmental hygiene (HEH) 
programs

• Can be used as a benchmark for 
improvement over time

• The first time a global snapshot for 
HEH is being attempted



Recent conferences and teleclasses

• CLEAN Expert meeting with the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Jun
• Infection Control Africa Network (ICAN) Conference Aug
• Clean Hospitals Webber Teleclass Oct
• Infection Control Day at Ghent University Hospital Dec
• ICPIC Clean Hospitals Symposium Sept
• IPS in Liverpool Oct
• Clean Hospitals Day in China Oct 
• Japan tour of Hand nad Environmental Hygiene Feb
• IPC Conference Varaždin, Croatia Feb
• iClean Australia (The Interclean Group) March
• BICS Conference Brussels, Belgium March
• National nurse’s IPC conference in Madrid, Spain April
• 5th of May Webber Teleclass for hand hygiene



Clean Hospitals Day: 20th of October

• 2020 was specifically focused on COVID-19

• 2021 focused on cleaners

• 2022 included a 1-Day conference in Geneva

• 2023 Launch of the HEHSAF

• Annual Teleclass (>20,000 attendees during the live session and 80,000 on-
demand attendees)

• Webinars

• Company involvement

• Social media



HEHSAF International Launch CH Day



18-20 October 2023, Chongqing

Intercleanshow.com/china



IPS Photobooth



Journal Announcements



JHI/IPIP Clean Hospitals Collection



ICHE Podcast



Webber Teleclass

In French and English



Conferences and additional activities



SF2H in Lille, France
• French society for Hospital Hygiene
• Clean Hospitals Booth



Overview

4198
unique people with 

an interest in 

healthcare cleaning 

(25% of visitors)

15
presentations at the 

Healthcare Lab 
theater

20
demonstrations at 

the Healthcare 
Cleaning Lab-Demo 

area

15%
from NL

12%
from Germany

33%
distributors

14%
manufacturers

11%
healthcare institutions 

(NL, Belgium, Germany)

> 448 unique persons

23%
cleaning contractors

Intercleanshow.com/amsterdam

INTERCLEAN AMSTERDAM





The Clean Hospitals Expert Panel



Clean Hospitals Think Tanks 2023-2024

Prof. Brett Mitchell
Prof. David Weber
Prof. Syed Sattar 
Dr. Bahram Zargar
Prof. Tom Riley

Next Think Tank on June 17
Dr. John Boyce / Prof. Didier Pittet 



Microfiber studies

• Microfiber cloth use in healthcare is widespread, but there are 
gaps in the literature

• Currently working on two studies with University Hospital in 
Ghent, Belgium

• Study 1: Examining the efficacy of new vs. laundered microfiber
currently in use in the wards

• Study 2: Examining HCW compliance with «one wipe, one 
surface, one direction» after training with nonwoven vs. 
microfiber cloths



Clean Hospitals working groups

• HEH Lexicon group

• Office-based surgery

• High-level disinfection for ultrasound
probes

• Floor cleaning and disinfection

• Clean Hospitals Day





1st Clean Hospitals TTT Jan 2024 in Kuala Lumpur



1st Clean Hospitals TTT – Kuala Lumpur



2nd Clean Hospitals TTT: Geneva



Steps to take for the future:
How can we do better?

• Growing the Clean Hospitals initiative 

• Working on addressing gaps in the field

• Translate and diffuse the Healthcare Environmental 
Hygiene Self-Assessment Framework (HEHSAF)

• Working to include relevant stakeholders globally

• Keep the momentum post-pandemic 




